Understanding Pullman’s Groundwater

In 2022, Beautify Pullman set out to drill a well at Pullman Town Square to provide water for the
park. After months of discussion with the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes,
and Energy (EGLE) and the Allegan County Health Department, the well permit was denied. The
reason, we were told, was possible chemical contamination in Pullman’s groundwater —
contamination that may remain from industrial releases in the 1990s and earlier.

Although Pullman Town Square lies outside the “plume” identified decades ago — and in the
opposite direction of the groundwater’s natural flow — there were still concerns that chemicals
could be present.

That decision raised broader questions for our community. If new wells can’t be drilled even in
areas outside the plume, what does that mean for homeowners and businesses who may need to
replace or add a well in the future? How extensive is the contamination, and how can we learn
more about our groundwater today?

To begin answering those questions, Beautify Pullman applied for and received a Thriving
Communities Environmental Justice Grant. Environmental Justice grants are targeted to
communities like ours—places that haven’t had enough support despite environmental risks.
With this support, we can work with experts to test soil, monitor groundwater, and understand
what contaminants, if any, remain. The outcome of this project will be a clearer picture of
Pullman’s groundwater, a better understanding of where new wells can be drilled, and the
information needed to plan future steps if they are needed.

Now, we want to hear from you. As part of this project, Beautify Pullman is surveying residents
to learn more about how groundwater issues have affected you or your property — and how you
feel they impact our community as a whole. Your input will help shape next steps and ensure that
community voices guide this important work.

Together, we can build the knowledge and momentum needed to protect our shared environment
and create a safer, healthier Pullman for everyone.
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